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23 September 2026


E-mail: Local.Plan@cotswold.gov.uk

Dear Neighbouring Council,

Update on the Cotswold District Local Plan 2026-2043 (Regulation 19 Publication Consultation)

Cotswold District Council is writing to inform you that the consultation period for the Publication Version of the Cotswold District Local Plan 2026-2043 has been extended by four weeks and will now close at 11.59pm on 3 November 2026.

The extension follows the publication of all representations received during the previous Preferred Options (Regulation 18) consultation, undertaken between November 2025 and January 2026. These representations are now available alongside the consultation documents and supporting evidence on the Council's Local Plan webpages.

It is hoped that by publishing the individual responses – of which there are approximately 3,000 – in full, neighbouring authorities will feel even more informed when it comes to making representation on the Publication Version of the plan.

The Regulation 18 consultation asked for comments on the Council’s overall proposed development strategy to meet significantly increased housing need in the district, setting out broad and indicative locations for potential development on land known to be available at the time, and subject to full assessment.

Ahead of the current Regulation 19 consultation – which invites comments on the final draft of the plan - a summary of the thousands of responses received was published in July, alongside around 40 evidence documents. The summary also sets out how those comments had informed the proposed Local Plan in its current form.

But publishing the previous Regulation 18 responses in full now fulfils commitments previously made – and requests made by residents and stakeholders at recent exhibitions and engagement events – to publish every representation alongside the summary, and corrects the oversight of not having published them sooner.	Comment by Geraldine LeCointe: Hi Kirsty, we need to admit we omitted to publish the full responses at the beginning of the consultation period - we realised the omission/oversight as a result of conversations at recent local exhibitions.	Comment by Helen Martin: i have made some proposed changes for both your consideration

The Council is also taking the opportunity to publish some additional evidence documents, including an assessment of sports hall provision, a review of established employment sites, and further transport evidence. These can be found here.
The consultation period has been extended to give people sufficient time to review the additional information and consider whether it affects the representations they wish to make, or have made, on the current consultation.

This will not impact on the Council’s ability to submit the plan to the Planning Inspectorate by the end of December.

In the last few weeks, officers and councillors have spoken with hundreds of people about the Publication Version of the plan. Those people have set out their local knowledge, their concerns and suggested improvements.

An enormous amount of work and evidence – including previous consultation response – have informed the plan that the Council is intending to submit to the Planning Inspectorate. All comments made during the Regulation 19 consultation will be shared, unabridged, with the Planning Inspector. So your knowledge about your area and your contribution really matter.

Consultation Documents

The consultation is supported by a wide range of technical evidence which is available to view and download on the Council website at:  https://cotswold.gov.uk/localplan ; and selected documents are also available to view in hard copy at the council offices in Cirencester (Trinity Road, GL7 1PX) and Moreton-in-Marsh (Moreton Area Centre, High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 0AZ) and libraries, as follows:

· The Publication Version of the Cotswold District Local Plan 2026-2043
· The Sustainability Appraisal (SA)
· Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
· Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP)
· Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA)
· Site Selection Topic Paper, and
· Frequently Asked Questions.

Hard copies of all the consultation documents and supporting evidence are available on request. Please note our standard print and postage charges may apply.

How to Make a Representation

Representations should be submitted through the Council's online consultation portal:
https://cotswold.gov.uk/localplan 

Alternatively, comments can be submitted by email or post using the Council's representation form, which is available on the Council’s website. 

When making a representation, please identify clearly the policy, paragraph, site allocation, proposal map or appendix to which your comments relate and remember to include your name, postcode and email address.[footnoteRef:1] Anonymous comments cannot be accepted.  [1:  https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/support/privacy-and-data/service-privacy-notices/local-plan-making-consultation-privacy-notice/] 


Representations must be received by 11.59pm on 3 November 2026.

Comments may be submitted by:
· Online: https://cotswold.gov.uk/localplan 
· Email: Local.Plan@cotswold.gov.uk 
· Post: Planning Policy and Infrastructure Team, Cotswold District Council, Trinity Road, Cirencester, GL7 1PX

Please note that representations and the names of respondents may be published as part of the examination process. All representations received during the consultation period will be forwarded to the Planning Inspector together with the Council's responses. A copy of the Local Plan consultation privacy notice is available on the Council's website[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/support/privacy-and-data/service-privacy-notices/local-plan-making-consultation-privacy-notice/] 


Thank you for taking the time to consider the Publication Local Plan and for your continued engagement in planning for the future of Cotswold District.

Yours faithfully,

A Maxted

Head of Planning Policy and Infrastructure Team
Cotswold District Council
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